
At Lakota Schools, we love to celebrate our students’ successes throughout the year. We 
celebrate in class, in school and even on Twitter. As the end of the school year approaches, we 
have the opportunity to reflect and see just how far our kids have come since August. 
 
From our youngest learners to our seniors, it’s a time to be excited about summer, but it’s also a 
time to be proud of the hard work they have put into their school year. It’s also a time to look 
ahead and see what’s possible in the future. 
 
Many of our students will be transitioning to new schools next year. To help ease the way, our 
schools plan field trips for our sixth graders so they can visit their new junior schools. Our 
students who are changing schools as a result of our building realignment, announced earlier 
this year, will have that same opportunity. 
 
For some of our students with special needs, the transition to a new school can be a difficult 
one. To make things a little easier and help ease any anxiety they might be feeling, these 
students are able to visit their new buildings and meet the staff, as well. In addition, sometimes 
our dedicated team in the special services department will create stories or videos of the new 
school so the kids can watch it over the summer to be better prepared when school starts in 
August. 
 
Our students aren’t the only ones changing buildings this year. With our ECS buildings 
becoming grades K-2 and elementary 3-6, many of our teachers are also moving. The new 
building teams will have the opportunity to spend time together during our next professional 
development day. 
 
While this school year may be winding down, our district leaders are looking ahead to next year, 
and beyond. We are excited for the new initiatives that will be introduced in the fall: all-day 
kindergarten, daily specials for K-6 and the 1:1 pilot for our seventh and eighth graders. We are 
also excited to focus on our high school students and enhancing their school experience. How 
can we build a more robust student experience, building on the strong educational foundation 
that is already in place? Lakota is a district that provides a student-centered education because 
that’s what our students deserve. This will not change as we continue moving forward. 
 
The end of the school year brings many celebrations: field day, awards nights and graduation, 
to name a few. One of the events that I’m excited to experience first hand this year is the 
Parade of Graduates. Now in its second year, the Parade of Graduates is a chance for our 
seniors to return to their elementary schools to celebrate graduation. Students, staff and 
community members line the hallways to cheer the seniors as they parade around the buildings 
in their caps and gowns. Each graduate will end the morning receiving letters from elementary 
students congratulating and encouraging them. It’s also an opportunity for our younger students 
to see what is possible for them in a few more years. I hope that you will consider joining us at 
any of our elementary schools on May 3 at 10:00 a.m.  
 



Matthew Miller is the superintendent of Lakota Local Schools. Follow him on Twitter 
(@LakotaSuper), Facebook (Matt Miller – Lakota Local Schools Superintendent) and Instagram 
(lakotasuper).  

 
 
 
 


